The usual personalities directed against us, which the first of these pamphlets contains, would not alone prompt our notice of it; since we have no inclination to carry on a contest with an adversary who cannot give us the credit either of gentlemanly feeling, or honesty of purpose. We shall take the opportunity, however, of briefly noting the present state of the
Weare no longer the able and impartial journalists we once were; butscarcely any language is strong enough to express the grossnessof our misrepresentations, the darkness of our ignorance, the depth of our malignity. And yet we think our readers will not have perceived any such change in the tone of our journal as may confirm Dr. Paine's imputations; and may possibly incline to think that the change is solely in his own mind, and that his wounded vanity has a large share in producing it. To Dr. Paine's exposition of our errors of criticism, we have made no reply, and do not intend to make any; simply because if any of his statements are to be answered, the whole must be; and as Dr. Paine's Examen of our review was about four times the bulk of the original, our Examen of his Examen would be swollen from an overgrown pamphlet into a goodly volume, the production of which would involve an amount of trouble which we do not consider at all commensurate with the importance of the subject?being satisfied that, as Dr. Paine's bulky pamphlet has been but little read, our * As the record of a rare psychological phenomenon, when taken in conjunction with the subsequent denouncements of the writer, we here give permanency to the document referred to; it may hereafter be useful to the metaphysical inquirer. assigned period, they undergo decay ; and their products are partly destined to be thrown off by secretion, and partly (we are inclined to believe) again to contribute to the nutrition of the system; the portions fit for the latter purpose being taken up and conveyed back into the circulation by the lymphatic system. Now that the products of excretion are capable of being formed by chemical agencies alone, may be inferred from the well-known fact that urea has been artificially generated by the union of its components. The objection which might for some time have been brought against such a statement,? namely, that cyanogen, which is essentially concerned in this manufacture, is, though a binary compound, only procurable by the decomposition of animal tissue, and that any compound into which it may enter is still, in some sense, of an organic nature,?has been recently removed by the artificial production of this substance from its elements, carbon and nitrogen.
We trust that we have now stated our views on this subject with sufficient precision to render it unnecessary to dilate further upon them. We have shown that as the physical and chemical sciences are concerned with two classes of properties of matter (which, so far as we at present know, are distinct from each other,) the science of physiology is essentially different from either of them, in that it is based on the operation of a set of properties, not possessed by all elementary substances, and only manifested under certain peculiar conditions, belonging therefore to a category entirely distinct, to which we give the appellation of vital. But as in the operation of any complex piece of mechanism of human construction, such as the steam-engine, we find a variety of principles, chemical and physical, brought into action with one common end,?so in the living organism (constituting as it does but a part of the great system of the universe, subjected to its laws, and unable to exist but by its various relations with the inorganic world around,) there is a like combination of physical, chemical, and vital operations, having all one common purpose, and mutually adjusted by the all-wise Designer, in such a manner as to harmonise with each other in maintaining that state of activity of the entire system which is called its Life.
We shall now offer a few remarks on Dr. Paine's Treatise, some quotations from which will, we think, satisfy our readers as to its object and merits. The following is from the preface. " The tendency of the labours now in progress in organic chemistry, to the subversion of physiological science, and therefore of pathological and therapeutical principles, and, as another necessary consequence, of rational practice, induces me to persevere in contributing uiy humble efforts to counteract the influence of the iatro chemical philosophers. However laudable may be their motives, and however they may astonish us with revelations in inorganic chemistry, and multiply the sources of human happiness, they are nevertheless employed, in their interpretation of ' facts' relative to organic chemistry, in opposition to the experimental results which have been for ever in undeviating progress in every individual of the organic kingdoms. The enchantments, however, of a fascinating pursuit, and an imperfect acquaintance with those profound institutions of nature which are entirely foreign to the laboratory, and which can only be known through the accumulated inquiries of ages into both the natural and morbid phenomena of organic beings, must be allowed the weight of an apology. But 
